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THE SUSSEX COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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 Required by state law and must be reviewed and updated every 10 years for State certification.

 Serves as a long-range policy guide for decision-making ……………a blueprint for the County.

 Assessment of existing opportunities and challenges for the County.

 Provides insights regarding how trends are likely to impact future growth and preservation activities.

 Long-range goals and objectives are identified, as well as strategies for implementation.

 Comprehensive Plans provide public policy guidance for community elements to include:

 Transportation

 Utilities

 Land Use

 Recreation and Open Space

 Conservation

 Housing

 Historic Preservation

 Economic Development

 Intergovernmental Coordination

 Community Design

 Capital Improvement



4

sussexplan.com
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• Fall 2016

• 5 Public Meeting Locations

• 678 Comments
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Element #

Transportation 171 Need for increased coordination between Sussex 

County and Del Dot in development of a  

Regional Transportation Plan including Public 

Transportation

Limit both residential and commercial 

development until necessary infrastructure 

improvements

Developers should increase $ contribution 

to traffic improvements

Land Use 155 Traffic Congestion/Inadequate Infrastructure Preserve Open Space/Farmland Protect Water Sources/Watersheds

Conservation 134 Water Pollution (including clean water 

protection, wastewater management, storm 

water management; pollution in Inland Bays and 

tributaries and in Ocean)

Preservation of and Public Access to Open 

Spaces

Wetland preservation

Utilities 36 Replace Septic/Increase Sewer Expand Internet/Broadband/fiber Add Bike/Walking Trails

Housing 33 Increased affordable housing in higher density 

areas

Increase developer incentives affordable

housing creation

Increased senior housing

Recreation & Open 

Space

33 Preservation and Public Access to Open Spaces Increased bike lanes and trails County funded parks and recreational 

facilities

Intergovernmental

Coordination

32 Del DOT and County Government need to be 

partners.

Require DelDOT to ensure infrastructure is in

place prior to development approval

County must talk to and cooperate with the

State and the municipalities

Economic Development 27 Attract businesses that don’t have adverse 

impact on environment

Identify areas for commercial zone 

designations where like uses can develop

Creations of higher paying technical jobs for 

younger workforce

Community Design 20 Smart growth, planning is needed Factor climate change (sea level rise & flooding

In east) in designs and land use decisions

If developers want to build, they need to

Develop roads to state standards

Historic Preservation 19 Develop a plan for Historic sites to be an 

economic driver

Preservation of historically significant 

properties

Provide incentives for Historic preservation  

Capital Improvement 18 Improve/increase road capacity Clean water improvements Assess Impact/Development fees

Sussex County Comprehensive Plan Public Forums Fall 2016 Public Comments 

Top Three Concerns Most Mentioned by the Public by Element



Alliance
Merging of efforts and interests by persons and organizations to work together in common interest to strengthen Sussex County's 
planning for future development and fortify the land use regulations and processes necessary to fully respond to residents' concerns and 
safeguard their quality of life, neighborhood by neighborhood.  

Growth
A broad mix of commercial, industrial and residential development is vital to the health and viability of a community. Responsible, high 
quality growth provides a community with fiscal stability, high property values and a strong sense of place.  Uncontrolled, poorly 
planned and executed growth has the opposite impact, driving down property values, discouraging investment and lowering the 
resident’s quality of life.

Responsible
The most desirable and effective approach to responsible growth is area wide master planning that determines the types of 
development most appropriate to an area and its residents and establishes the levels of infrastructure and services needed
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A non-partisan Alliance to inform, educate and engage the citizens of Sussex County as to the critical importance of the 

development, adoption and implementation of a Comprehensive Plan that fosters smart Growth, insures a balance between a 

sustainable quality of life and economic development and encourages Responsible and transparent governance."



What value does sarg bring to the process?
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• Make it easy for our “stakeholders” to stay informed and 

engaged and to be heard

• Be the advocate for the Public

• Hold the County accountable
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Sarg2018.org
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Sarg2018.org
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Sarg2018.org



What value does sarg bring to the process?

12

• Make it easy for our stakeholders to stay informed and engaged 

and to be heard

• Be the advocate for the Public

• Hold the County accountable
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What value does sarg bring to the process?
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• Make it easy for our stakeholders to stay informed and engaged 

and to be heard

• Be the advocate for the Public

• Hold the County accountable
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Goals and Objectives that are underperforming and need removal or “major 

Revision”

Goals and Objectives that “are works in progress” and need some  

“moderate” revision

Goals and Objectives that are delivering the intended results and require 

“minimal” revision

The biggest challenge!

"Those who do not learn history are doomed to repeat it." 
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Which Conservation Goals and Objectives that are underperforming and need removal or “major 

revision”

Which Conservation Goals and Objectives that “are works in progress” and need some  

“moderate” revision

Which  Conservation Goals and Objectives that are delivering the intended results and require 

“minimal” revision

Stay informed………….Get engaged…………….Be heard
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